
 

We speak the language of  Reading  
Overview of Progression in Reading from EYFS to Year 6 

EYFS – Little Wrens 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

EYFS – Reception Robins 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

  

  Word Reading 

   Read words containing 
taught GPCs  

 Read other words of more 
than one syllable that 
contain taught GPCs  

 Apply phonic knowledge 
and skills as the route to 
decode words with 
increasing accuracy and 
fluency  

 Read all capital letters and 
the days of the week  

 Respond speedily with the 
correct sound to 
graphemes (letters or 
groups of letters) for all 
40+ phonemes and many 
alternative sounds for 
graphemes  

 Read accurately by 
blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that have 
been taught  

 Read most words 
containing all common 
suffixes 

 Read all common 
exception words with 
automaticity  

 Read sufficiently 
fluently to allow a 
focus on 
understanding 

 Apply growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes (etymology 
and morphology) as listed 
in English Appendix 1, 
both to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning 
of new words  

 read further exception 
words, noting the unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound, and where these 
occur in the word 

  

 Apply growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes (etymology 
and morphology) as listed 
in English Appendix 1, 
both to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning 
of new words   

 Read further exception 
words, noting the 
unusual correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound, and where these 
occur in the word 

 Apply growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology 
and etymology), as 
listed in English 
Appendix 1, both to 
read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 

 

Applying growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes, suffixes 
(morphology and 
etymology), as listed in 
English Appendix 1, both 
to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning 
of new words 



 

 Read aloud accurately 
decodable books that are 
consistent with their 
developing phonic 
knowledge  

 Re-read books to build up 
fluency and confidence  

 Read words with 
contractions [for example, 
I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and 
understand that the 
apostrophe represents the 
omitted letter(s) 

  Comprehension  

  Listen to and discuss 
poems, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond 
that at which they can read 
independently  

 Link what they read or 
hear read to their own 
experiences  

 Recognise and join in with 
predictable phrases with 
increased confidence   

 Recite by heart many 
poems  

 Participate in discussion 
and explain clearly about 
what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening 
to what others say  

 Make inferences on the 
basis of what is being said 
and done 

 Listen to, discuss and 
express views about a 
wide range of 
contemporary and classic 
poetry, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond 
that which they can read 
independently  

 Discuss their favourite 
words and phrases using 
some of them in their 
writing 

 Continue to build up a 
repertoire of poems 
learnt by heart, 
appreciating these and 
reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation to 
make the meaning clear  

 Make some inferences on 
the basis of what is being 
said and done across the 
book and drawing on 

 Listen to and discuss a wide 
range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or 
textbooks  

 Participate in discussion 
about both books that are 
read to them and those 
they can read for 
themselves  

 Use dictionaries to check 
the meaning of many 
unknown words that they 
have read   

 Draw inferences such as 
inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, 
and justifying many 
inferences with evidence  

 Increase their familiarity 
with a wide range of books 
and retell some of these 

 Listen to and confidently 
discuss a wide range of 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference books 
or textbooks  

 Confidently participate in 
discussion about both 
books that are read to 
them and those they read 
independently  

 Begin to use more complex 
dictionaries to check the 
meaning of many unknown 
words that they have read   

 Draw inferences such as 
inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, 
and justifying most 
inferences with evidence  

Increase their familiarity with a 
wide range of stories and 
retelling some of these orally 

 Read and discuss a range 
of fiction, poetry, plays, 
non-fiction and reference 
books  

 Recommend books that 
they have read to their 
peers, giving simple 
reasons for their choices  

 Learn a wider range of 
age appropriate poetry 
by heart  

 With occasional 
prompting, draw 
inferences such as 
inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 

 

 Read and discuss a 
range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or text 
books 

 Recommend books 
that they have read to 
their peers, giving 
simple reasons for their 
choices 

 Draw inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions, and justifying 
inferences with 
evidence 

 Increase their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books 

Lear a wider range of poetry 
by heart 



 

other books they have 
read 

orally with an appropriate use of 
story-book language 

 Skills and Strategies 

  Use a phonics first 
approach for decoding 
unfamiliar words and 
practicing known 
graphemes  

 Blend known graphemes 
when reading words  

 Segment known 
graphemes when reading 
words  

 Identify simple text 
features such as titles and 
pictures to indicate what a 
text is about  

 Talk about books (when 
not decoding) make 
meaning from visual 
features of the text, e.g. 
illustrations and captions 
to help discussions 
(decoding) 

 Develop reading accuracy 
decodable text 

 Self-correction including 
re-reading words 

 Identify and locate pre-
taught vocabulary 

 Re read sentences for 
fluency 

 Building on phonics 
subject skills and 
knowledge 

 Connect prior knowledge 
with context  

 Use a range of strategies 
to make meaning from 
words and sentences, 
including knowledge of 
phonics, word roots, 
word families  

 Locate and discuss words 
and pre-taught 
vocabulary to find out 
what the text is about  

 Connect prior knowledge 
to context 

 Building on phonics subject 
skills and knowledge  

 Connect prior knowledge 
with context  

 Locate and discuss words 
and pre taught vocabulary 
to find out what the text is 
about  

 Use a range of strategies to 
make meaning from words 
and sentences, including 
building on knowledge of 
phonics, word roots, text 
organisation and prior 
knowledge of context  

 Read a range of texts with 
increasing accuracy and 
fluency  

 Develop fluent and 
enthusiasm for reading and 
read widely and frequently  

 Develop views about what 
is read with support   

 Develop positive attitudes 
to reading and 
understanding of what is 
read 

 Recognise and read all Year 
3&4 Word List words with 
automaticity  

 Read texts, including those 
with few visual clues, 
increased independence 
and concentration  

 Use a range of strategies to 
make meaning from words 
and sentences, including 
knowledge of phonics, 
word roots, word families, 
text organisation and prior 
knowledge of context  

 With increased 
independence develop 
views about what is read  

 Develop positive attitudes 
to reading and 
understanding of what is 
read 

 Use a range of strategies 
to make meaning from 
words and sentences, 
including knowledge of 
phonics, word roots, 
word families, syntax, 
text organisation and 
prior knowledge of 
context  

 Read extended texts 
independently for 
sustained periods  

 Self-correction, including 
re-reading and reading 
ahead  

 Reading widely and 
frequently for pleasure 
and information 

 

 Recognise and read all 
Year 5&6 word lists 
with automaticity 

 Make meaning from 
words and sentences, 
including knowledge of 
phonics, root words, 
word families, 

 Make meaning from 
text organisation 

 Make meaning by 
drawing on prior 
knowledge 

 Read increasingly 
complex texts 
independently for 
sustained periods 

 Find the main idea of a 
paragraph and text 

 


