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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.
Description of the school

This average sized primary school with an Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) provision serves
an area of mixed housing. The proportion of pupils eligible for free school meals is below
average. The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic heritages is well below average and very
few are at an early stage of learning English as an additional language. The proportion of pupils
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is below average. The headteacher was seconded
to the post 10 days before the last inspection in 2006, following a period of significant instability
in the school, and has led the school continuously since then. She was appointed to the
permanent post just before the start of the current term, in 2008. The deputy headteacher has
also been appointed since the last inspection. An out-of-school club, which is not managed by
the governing body, operates on the site. It was not included in the inspection.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1 Outstanding
Grade 2 Good
Grade 3 Satisfactory

Grade 4 Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 1

This is an outstanding school where pupils are achieving excellently. Inspirational leadership is
providing an excellent platform for outstanding achievement. The overall quality of the school's
provision for its pupils A including the teaching and learning, the range of curriculum on offer
to them, their care, guidance and personal well-being - is outstanding. The pupils thoroughly
enjoy being in school and the vast majority of parents are overwhelmingly supportive of the
work undertaken. They applaud the changes that have taken place since the last inspection
and find the staff thoughtful, approachable and thoroughly professional. Typical parental views
indicated, 'We could not be happier with the quality at Mill View. Our child thoroughly enjoys
the whole experience of school and is excited to talk about it on returning home.' Others were
particularly explicit about recent improvements; ‘'l am very happy with the school and feel it
has improved significantly over the past two years.' The inspection agrees fully with this positive
picture of rapid improvement from when the school was last inspected.

Relationships, attitudes to work and behaviour are excellent. Children enter the EYFS in the
Reception year with skills which are broadly typical for their age and they settle very well.
Provision for them in this setting is good, although recent developments for their outside
education have yet to be improved. Outstanding progress is made through the rest of the school
and pupils achieve excellently. Standards at the end of Year 2 are above average and by the
end of Year 6, high. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities achieve very well and
the school makes excellent provision for all who are vulnerable. Part of the great success of
the school is that it now knows the strengths and weaknesses of each child and tracks their
individual progress in detail.

The staff take the highest quality care of their pupils and the pupils are highly aware of their
own safety and well-being. Excellent links are made between different curriculum areas, which
add much to pupils’ real enjoyment and test their use of basic skills in interesting and challenging
ways. The pupils' knowledge and use of information and communication technology (ICT) are
exceptional. This very high quality curriculum is supplemented by a wide range of extra-curricular
activities and residential experiences, in each year group from Year 2 to Year 6.

The school benefits from leadership of the highest quality at all levels. Governors are very well
informed, supportive of the school and know that it is developing rapidly, yet they are confident
to hold senior leadership to account. Overall, the school has made outstanding progress since
the last inspection, provides excellent value for money and demonstrates a particularly strong
capacity to promote further improvement.

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage
Grade: 2

The children's skills and knowledge when they first enter the Reception year are typical for
their age. They make good progress in the EYFS because of effective teaching, outstanding
personal attention to the children's needs and the effective links with parents. Staff give
deliberate attention to letters, sounds and words and teach this work in an enjoyable way. Good
use of the interactive whiteboard and tasks readily adapted to promote the clarity of children's
understanding help the children to achieve well. Children's attainment is a little above what is
expected of them by the end of the Reception year in all areas of learning. Children gain very
good social skills as they interact with one another and develop increasing levels of
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independence. They use their developing confidence very well to choose their own activities
and work with good focus on activities. The provision is led particularly well. The EYFS leader
provides an excellent teaching role model. Self-evaluation is perceptive and the quality of
planning is outstanding. Effective assessment systems support the children's next steps in
learning. Resources are good overall, but the outside resources, whilst recently improved, is an
area for further development.

What the school should do to improve further

® Improve the quality of the provision made for outside education in the EYFS.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 1

Achievement is outstanding overall and pupils by the end of Year 6 reach high standards. The
majority of pupils enter Year 1 with skills, which are a little higher than those normally expected
for their age. Overall, standards reached by the end of Year 2 are above average in reading,
writing and mathematics and are showing improvement in 2008 from the position outlined in
2007. By the end of Year 6, results have shown further improvement in recent years, and are
high in English, mathematics and science. An increasing number of pupils are reaching the
higher than expected levels in English, mathematics and science. Overall progress is exceptional.
Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities are supported particularly well and make
very good progress in their learning. Particularly high standards are seen in the development
of pupils' ICT skills and this promotes learning of a very high quality.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1

Pupils behave excellently. They adopt a very positive approach to work, try particularly hard
and take their learning very seriously in lessons. They show outstanding levels of enjoyment.
Attendance is above the national average. Pupils have a very good and developing understanding
of different faiths and cultures and show much mutual respect. The manner in which the
curriculum links subjects together promotes this high level of understanding and enjoyment
very purposefully. Pupils assess their own work honestly and are developing a good
understanding of their own skills. Pupils keep safe both in and outside school. They eat a
balanced diet and engage in exercise. The school council know they have a real voice in school
and have been actively involved in planning some of the contexts in which learning takes place.
All are keen to take on responsibility. Recent funds raised from a charity sale have been used
to purchase a goat, school meals and the services of a teacher for children abroad. Pupils are
very well prepared for their secondary schooling; links with the nearby High School are very
well established. They are prepared excellently for the world of work, especially in their highly
developed ICT skills on the school's Virtual Learning Platform.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning

Grade: 1

The quality of teaching and learning is outstanding. The enthusiasm shown by the staff is clear
to see and is reflected in the pupils' outstanding motivation to learn. Teachers and teaching
assistants work incredibly well together ensuring that groups of pupils and individuals work
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purposefully. Staff use technology with great confidence, classroom management is excellent
and planning is detailed and meticulous. Extremely effective links are made between subjects,
for example, in work on Egypt and India. Independent and group working is promoted
exceptionally well, as seen in science investigation, where older pupils successfully separated
three solids. Very good relationships throughout the school support pupils particularly well
across a very wide-ranging and vibrant curriculum.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 1

Staff integrate subjects well, and these arrangements support pupils' literacy and numeracy
skills very effectively. In these lessons, pupils read for purpose and approach difficult
mathematical problems enthusiastically, in contexts which are stimulating and challenging. A
particularly impressive aspect of the overall provision is the manner in which the curriculum is
linked to assessment in all subjects and not just those focused on the development of pupils'
basic skills. The school makes excellent use of visiting professional groups to support a rich
and broad curriculum, such as in art and drama. Music is a strong feature. The use of peripatetic
music teachers enables many pupils to further their interest in instrumental work, seen to great
effect in an afternoon of African drumming, which was clearly enjoyed by all. Extra-curricular
provision is outstanding with a wide range of after-school activities, remarkable home/school
links through the computer network and annual residential experiences for pupils from Year 2
to Year 6. The outstanding curriculum also underpins the school's excellent work on community
cohesion by developing the pupils' knowledge and understanding of local, national and global
communities.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 1

Every aspect of pastoral support is excellent. Typical parental comments include, ‘excellent
staff look after each and every pupil'. Health and safety, and child protection procedures meet
current government requirements and promote pupils' welfare effectively. Adults demonstrate
much kindness and sensitivity to pupils resulting in outstandingly positive attitudes and
behaviour. Relationships of the highest quality exist amongst all the members of the school,
prompting parents' comments on the 'excellent ethos and atmosphere’, which exists within it.
Very strong links with parents support pupils' progress, and meetings with them are regular.
Arrangements for assessing and tracking pupils are exceptionally thorough. The information
gained is used very well to set challenging targets for pupils. There are very consistent procedures
in place to enable pupils to assess their own work. Pupils' work is thoroughly and consistently
marked, giving pupils clear guidance on how to improve. The school has forged extensive links
with outside agencies, which support pupils’ learning very well and very good systems are in
place to facilitate smooth transition to the High School.

Leadership and management
Grade: 1

Leadership and management are outstanding. Since her appointment to the school in 2006,
the headteacher's inspirational leadership, along with the full support of all the staff, has
transformed the school to one of outstanding quality. The school now has excellent systems
in place and staff are eager to see its continued development. These systems are managed with
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precision and progress has been remarkably rapid. Monitoring of teaching and learning is
regular, professionally critical, and very effective. Leaders at all levels have a particularly good
understanding of the strengths of the school and areas for further development. There are
detailed and excellent plans to improve further. Much work has been undertaken to track the
progress of every child with precision and to ensure that they meet exactly their changing
needs. This results in every child having the opportunity to make the most progress they can.
The school, through its outstanding curriculum provision and excellent focus on pupils'
well-being is promoting community cohesion especially well. The governing body is led extremely
well. It has benefited from wise and experienced governance in the recent past and is well
prepared and is very well placed to oversee the school's continued improvement.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance ‘Complaints about school inspection’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and School

grade 4 inadequate Overall
Overall effectiveness

How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of

education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the 1

needs of learners?

Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last Yes

inspection

How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners' 1

well being?

The capacity to make any necessary improvements 1
Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the 5

EYFS?

How well do children in the EYFS achieve? 2

How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children 1

in the EYFS?

How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop? 2

How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted? 1

How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed? 1
Achievement and standards

How well do learners achieve? 1

The standards' reached by learners 1

How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations 1

between groups of learners

How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress 1

'Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being

How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which learners adopt safe practices

The extent to which learners enjoy their education

The attendance of learners

The behaviour of learners

The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

SN [NFY JENEY I NG [T QY Y ') R

The quality of provision

How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners’ needs?

How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?

How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

Leadership and management

How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

How effectively leaders and managers use challenging targets to raise standards

The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated

How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?

How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

— | — — — ] — ] —

The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

Do procedures for safequarding learners meet current government
requirements?

Yes

Does this school require special measures?

No

Does this school require a notice to improve?
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

My colleague and | really enjoyed our recent inspection of your school. Thank you very much
for your very warm welcome and for looking after us so well. You were very helpful in lessons
when we asked you to explain what you were doing and also very friendly around the school.
Particular thanks should go to everyone who spoke with us and who helped us to understand
why it is that you enjoy your school so much.

We are really impressed with your school and we believe that your headteacher and staff are
doing a very impressive job in seeking to make it so very good for you all. We judge that Mill
View Primary School is an outstanding school with many very successful features. The staff
care for you all so very well and provide really interesting things for you to do in school and
out. We thought your lessons were really interesting and we can tell why you enjoy coming to
school so much. Teachers are tracking your progress very carefully and we think that should
help you to know what to do to improve your work. | particularly enjoyed talking to that group
of boys and girls who gave up part of their lunchtime to speak with me, and taking part in that
drumming session!

We saw so many good things going on when we visited, but part of our task is to try to suggest
things which may make your school even better. We are asking the headteacher and her staff
to ensure that the outside play area for the Reception and Year 1 children might be made a bit
more interesting for them.

Thank you once again for all your help when we made our visit to you. We send you all our very
best wishes for the future. We do hope that you continue to enjoy learning as much as you do
at the moment.



